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People and animals 
an be pretty disgusting. 
But there are some nasty 
plants too. Plants often 
do gross things to help 
hem grow and survive. 
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Strangler fig trees 
erow on the trunks of 


other trees. Eventually, 
the first tree chokes to 
death and rots away. 
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Black walnut trees kill 
their neighbors. Their roots 
poison other trees. Then 


the black walnut can grow 
bigger and stronger. 
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Bugs land near the 
top of the tube-shaped 
pitcher plant. When they 


peek inside, they fall into 
a pool of clear liquid. The 
liquid digests the bugs. 
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Stinkweed olten grows 
in cow pastures. It glves 
off an awful smell. Milk 


from cows that have eaten 
tinkweed tastes bitter. 
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Lots of people eat 
mushrooms. But do you 
know what mushrooms 
eat? They feed on rotting 
plants and animals! 


ms Piera 


Some mushrooms 
are poisonous to 
people and animals. 
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Ifyou dont eat your 
fruits and vegetables, mold 


will. When food sits too long, 


a fuzzy carpet of fungus will 
STOW ON It. 
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The sundew plant is 
coated with sticky goo. 
Bugs land on it and get 
stuck. Then, the plants 
long arms fold in and 
slowly digest the bugs. 
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Touching poison ivy can 
cause an itchy rash on your 
skin. Many people also get 
painful pus-filled blisters. 
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The Venus flytrap 
gobbles up its food. 
Bugs smell the sweet “ 
plant and land on it. « 8 
In an instant, the flytrap 





snaps its leaves shut. Yum! 
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Poison hemlock is a pretty 
plant with ugly etfects. 
ገኤ ላም Eating just a small amount 
N can paralyze your muscles 
and even cause death. 
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People have eaten 


poison hemlock 
thinking it was parsley. 
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The titan arum gives 
off a terrible stink when 


it blooms. Its enormous 
blossom smells like 
rotten meat. 
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he smell of the 
ilan arum attracts 
bugs that spread 
he flower's seeds. 
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Plants may ooze 
sticky goo, eat bugs, or 
smell awlul. But these 
disgusting features help 


them survive. 


| We made it through, 
and | have one m to sau. 
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blister (BLISS-tur)—a sore bubble of skin filled 
with liquid such as water, pus, or blood; blisters 
often are caused by something rubbing against 


the skin. 
digest (dye-JEST)—to break down food 


fungus (FUHN-jye)—a type of organism that 
has no leaves, flowers, or roots; mushrooms and 
mold are fungi. 


paralyze (PAR-uh-lize)—to cause a loss 


of the ability to control the muscles 


pasture (PASS-chur)—an open field, usually 


fenced, where animals eat grass 


poison (POI-zuhn)—a substance that 
can kill or harm someone; also, the act of giving 
someone poison. 


rash (RASH)—spots or red patches on 
the skin that can sometimes be caused 


by plants 


117 لد ٢٣11‏ ْ11ذ:1فا ERAS‏ .222 2 2 2 220.2 
, قارف ال د یږ و مخ مک ኢሌ. .ሌ.ጤ.፡..፡.፡...፡.፡..፡..ጢ....ሕ..ጀቄ..ቭቄቭዊ.‏ 








.e کہ پو‎ E ይየጡ OM ይዜ ይ ይጠጢ ይጠጠሮ ጠዜዬ EN 1 1 21101 GOG ስ6 هو‎ ይር 


32... فک‎ ። ሺቭ E a رقف‎ © 2 0:06 ເ... የ نو‎ ይ ວ... 








Bathroom Readers” Institute. Uncle Johns 
Electrifying Bathroom Reader for Kids Only. 
Ashland, Ore.: Bathroom Readers” Press, 2003. 


Masoff, Joy. Oh, Yuck! The Encyclopedia of 
Everything Nasty. New York: Workman, 2000. 


Szpirglas, Jeff. Gross Universe: Your Guide to All 
Disgusting Things Under the Sun. Toronto, Ontario: 
Maple Tree Press, 2004. 


FactHound offers a safe, fun way 
to find Internet sites related to this 
book. All of the sites on FactHound 


have been researched by our staff. 


= 5 
Here's how: - TAC aos > 
1. Visit www. facthound.com 
2. Choose your grade level. 


3. Type in this book ID 073686802X for 
age-appropriate sites. You may also browse subjects by 
clicking on letters, or by clicking on pictures and words. 


4. Click on the Fetch It button. 


FactHound will fetch the best sites for you! 






8000808004 ن ولوب‎ ٥ ههه ههوهه وه هان‎ "o eee... 
ài 9.0.0 < ຈາ 9 ຍ ວ ວ 29 8 © > 0 < 0 0 ຂ, ວ ວ 


` 








blisters, 20, 28 smells, 12, 23, 26, 
bugs, 11, 19, 23, 27,29 
27,29 stinkweed, 12, 13 
sundew, 19 
leaves, 23 
titan arum, 26, 27 
milkweed, 4 ees 
mold, 16, 17 black walnut, Š 
mushrooms, 15 strangler fig, 6 
trunks, 6 
pencil cactus, 28 
pitcher plant, 11 Venus flytrap, 23 
poison, 8, 15 
poison hemlock, 
LAS, 


poison ivy, 20, 21 


rash, 20.21 
roots, 8 


















:  Disgustil g plants? Youd better believe it. 
Being anchored to the ground doesn't stop some 
plants from oozing slime, eating bugs, or stinking 


up the forest. Find out which plants you definitely 
wouldn't want growing in your backyard. -. ' 
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From lizards that shoot blood from their eyes 
to glant flowers that smell like rotting flesh, this | 
Series uncovers the ugly, gross, and disgusting 
world around us. You'll love learning the slimy, 


smelly details of these utterly repulsive topics. 
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